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Intimacy with God. Sometimes we 
attach “superstar” spiritual status to those 
on the mission field. But these servants are 

made of the same stuff we are. They need to maintain 
intimacy with God in order to be effective in ministry

Lord, keep ____________ close to You. Cause them to love 
You with all their hearts, souls, and minds. Draw them 
into Your Word each day, and fill them with thankfulness. 
(Matthew 22:37; Colossians 3:16)

Language. Speaking someone’s 
language is crucial in order to get to the 

real heart issues people face—and to discuss spiritual 
matters. There really is no substitute for communicating 
with someone in their own tongue.

Help _____ to learn well the language of the people they 
serve so that they may present the Gospel clearly. May 
their speech always be seasoned with love. (Acts 2:11;  
1 Corinthians 13:1)

Cultural sensitivity. Understanding 
the culture of another society is also critical 

when presenting the Gospel. And it’s important that 
missionaries be able to distinguish between what is 
truly biblical and what is cultural when communicating 
spiritual truth.

Dear Father, enable _____ to understand and appreciate 
the local customs. Help them to be humble, wise, and 
respectful as they interact with others so that they will not 
offend their neighbors or sin against You. (1 Corinthians 
10:23-32; James 3:17)

Financial support. Missionaries can 
find it very difficult to concentrate on the 
ministry opportunities at hand when they 

are concerned about having their daily needs met. Even 
if you’re not directly involved in supporting someone 
financially, you can still ask God to meet their needs.

Father, supply _____’s financial needs fully. Lead others to 
contribute even before they are asked. Stir up individuals 
and congregations to be zealous for _____’s well being, 
to rejoice and mourn with them, to encourage them while 
they are on the field, and to refresh them when they are on 
home leave. (Philippians 4:19; 2 Corinthians 7:6-7)

5 Marriage. Living in a foreign culture can 
put a lot of strain on a marriage. And if a 
missionary’s marriage is struggling, it won’t 

be long until his or her effectiveness in ministry is 
negatively affected.

Cause _________ to honor their marriage and remain 
faithful to each other in every way. Help them to love one 
another as You love them so that their relationship will 
point others to You. (Hebrews 13:4; John 13:34,35)

Adapted from Prayers for Missionaries and Their Families by Heather Kaiser. 
Used by permission of NavPress. 
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Those who are called by God to take the Gospel “into the nations” often face 
some unique challenges. And even if you don’t travel with them to distant lands, 
you can still be involved in their lives and ministries. 

Here are five challenges overseas missionaries commonly face and how you can 
pray for them.

 5 Prayers for Missionaries Overseas


