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For those  
who hear the call, 

“Finish it!” 
 

The following primer is designed to be used as a bible study, 
discussion pamphlet, or even given in seminar form with a 

fill-in version.  May God use this resource to further his 
kingdom cause in this world and truly finish the remaining 

mission.  For download visit www.made2multiply.com  
_________________________ 

 
© 2017 Andrew Knight 

All icons, and images courtesy and made by Freepik from flaticon.com 
World Watermarks is used by permission under Wikipedia GNU Free 

Documentation License 
 
Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® 

(ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good 
News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

http://www.made2multiply.com/
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Keys to Mission 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
The key to understanding missions is the centrality 

of its founder - GOD.  God’s work, not ours must be 
the source for any biblically faithful missiological 
discussion.  If we focus elsewhere we may sacrifice 
precedent in lieu of pragmatism.  To lose God’s 

place in the forefront of any missions strategy is to 
lose our missions model, motivation, and 

methodology.  God, in Jesus Christ, must be in clear 
view so the church can take its missions queues from 

the missionary God.  As it does the church of Jesus 
Christ will be most efficient and effective. 
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MISSION refers to God’s redemptive, historical initiative on 
behalf of His creation.   In contrast, MISSIONS refer to all the 
specific and varied ways in which the church crosses cultural 

boundaries to reflect the life of the triune God in the world and, 
through that identity, participates in His mission, celebrating 
through word and deed the inbreaking of the New Creation. 

Missions is made possible only at God’s invitation.  
Tennent, Invitation to World Missions, 59. 

Mission or Missions? 
Defining our Terms 

 

MISSION - meaning “who God is and what He has 
done.” 

★  CHRIST’S centrality (see Colossians 1:19-20) 
 

MISSIONS - “who we are and what we are doing.”  
★  CHURCH’S commission (see Matthew 28:18-20) 

 
What should be the bullseye of our Missions discussion? What 

are the ramifications of not getting this right? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH 

CHRIST

T 
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Timothy Tennet in his book, Invitation to World Mission writes 
the following two paragraphs, 
 
The starting point of missions must be the missio dei. Missions 
must first and foremost be about what God is doing in the 
world, not what we are doing. Missions must step back from 
the competitive, pragmatic, market-driven impulses, which 
tempt us to think about missions in anthropocentric or 
institutional ways. Instead, missions must be conceptualized 
within the larger framework of God’s redemptive plan, not 
ancillary actions of the church for self-aggrandizement 
through institutional expansion, even on a global scale.  
 
If we are honest, we must recognize that much of our 
missionary activity is overly preoccupied with human plans 
and institutionally driven strategies built largely upon the 
foundation of the social sciences. While acknowledging the 
abiding value of the insights of the social sciences, and even 
insights from the business world, we nevertheless insist that 
missions cannot be built upon or constructed in this fashion 
without, in the long run, producing missionary movements 
that have fundamental design flaws. The “nuts and bolts” of 
missions must be theologically driven.i 

__________________________ 
 
Remember, you were at one time the mission. God has now 
converted you to a missionary.  How does your own personal 
salvation story affect your thinking about missions?  The 
centrality of Christ’s mission to you will play the largest role in 
His mission through you. 
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Missiology Unpacked 
Addressing common misconceptions about missions 

 
Purpose of Missions  
1. Missions exists because worship doesn’t.ii  

• see John 4:23, 24 
• What is meant by the two statements below? 

i. Worship is everywhere, but most of it is idolatry. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ii. Without worship man is robbed, not satisfied. (Jer. 

2:13) 
 
 
 
 
 
Model for Missions 
2. Missions exists because God is THE missionary.  

• see John 1:14, Luke 19:10 
• What mission’s principles can you observe from our 

Missionary God? 
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Authority behind Missions 
3. Missions exists because God’s church carries His 

commissioning. 
• see Matthew 28:18-20, Acts 1:8 
• How does a commissioning differ from just an 

invitation? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hope for Missions  
4. Missions exists because God’s message is able.   

• Romans 1:16 
• How is the gospel defined? How does this change your 

understanding of God’s gospel and your outlook in 
missions? 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Product of Missions 
5. “Worship exist because mission did.” 

• Revelation 5:1-14 
• Why will we always be reminded of our victorious 

missional God in heavenly worship?  What will He look 
like? 
 
 



 

12 

Is Missions about God or 
Man? 

“YES” 
 

God does not need you. 
“The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord 
of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man, 
nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed 
anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath 
and everything. And he made from one man every nation of 
mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined 
allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, 
that they should seek God, and perhaps feel their way toward 
him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of 
us” Acts 17:24-27 
 
God chooses to use you. 
“I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that 
you keep them from the evil one. They are not of the world, 
just as I am not of the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your 
word is truth. As you sent me into the world, so I have sent 
them into the world.”  John 17:15-18 
 
How do these two references correct our flawed view of 
missions? 
 
 
 
God plans to use others through you via discipleship. 
Matthew 28:18-20 
 
 
 

 



 

13 

The State of Missions 
Understanding the Landscape Ahead of Usiii 

 
 
1. The Challenge of the New Atheism. World evangelization is 

based on foundational truth claims about the uniqueness of 
Christ, the centrality of the cross and the authority of 
Scripture. Considering the aggressive attacks on truth by 
the New Atheism, we must make a compelling case for 
TRUTH.  We cannot afford to lose the battle for the minds 
of this generation or the next. 

 
2. The Impact of Hedonism. We are bombarded everyday 

with images and messages that serve to undermine our 
moral and biblical foundations. The church is being 
impacted by nominalism, superficiality and the troubling 
consequences of the prosperity gospel. We must respond 
with a prophetic critique of the church which calls us to 
AUTHENTICITY and INTEGRITY. We must call Christians to 
a deeper level of repentance, renewal and discipleship. 

 
3. The Reality of Islam. Islam is a missionary faith with a global 

vision. With a very deliberate strategy, Islam’s mission and 
impact has spread beyond the Arab world to significantly 
influence universities and governments in Africa, Europe, 
Asia, and the Americas. The church must develop an 
equally deliberate strategy that enables us to live in fidelity 
to the gospel, influence public institutions and faithfully 
witness to men and women in all WORLD FAITHS. 

 
4. The Globalized World. Mega-cities, Diaspora, New 

Technologies, Social Networking, Political Corruption and 
Uncertain Futures for the Next Generation, are only a 
sampling of the challenges and opportunities of a 
Globalized World that require us to establish NEW 
PRIORITIES for world evangelization. 
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5. The Brokenness of Our World. If our witness is to be 
prophetic, we must identify with the pain and suffering in 
the lives of individuals, families, communities and nations. 
Not only must we connect with the brokenness but we must 
also be people of hope and peace as agents of 
RECONCILIATION, emphasizing the core theme of Cape 
Town 2010, “God in Christ Reconciling the World to 
Himself.” 

 
6. Seismic Shifts in Global Christianity. Global partnerships for 

world evangelization, unlike anything possible in the 
previous twenty centuries, are now attainable as we 
develop relationships that are based on mutual respect – 
acknowledging that God has called us to be one in Him. 
These new partnerships, increasingly led by visionary leaders 
from the majority world, will also involve more lay people 
who comprise the vast majority of those who bear witness 
to Christ in this century. By sharing the best available 
resources and best practices, together “the whole church 
(will) take the whole gospel to the whole world.iv 

 
 
Which of the six emphases do you have an interest/conviction?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the preceding sections, which “key” to missions made the 
most significant impact on your understanding of missions? 
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God’s Word 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
God’s Word is our explanation, example, and 

exhortation for mission.  The Bible is teeming with 
evidence of mission.  God’s word makes clear that 
ever since the garden of Eden humanity needed a 

redeeming mission.  God then chose to become that 
mission’s Savior through Jesus to reunite Himself to 

His people.  Since that time, Jesus has commissioned 
his people to live the very missionary lifestyle He has 

indeed lived - the Great Commission.  The 
exhortation is for EVERYONE to go to EVERYPLACE.  

The biblical basis for mission cannot be missed!  
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Tracing Biblical Mission 
Unfolding the story of Biblical Redemption 

 
“God has always been about a people, a people to 
display His glory to & a people to display his glory 

through.” Steve Timmis 
 

Creation - the start of mission 
Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. 
And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the 
birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth 
and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.  So, God 
created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; 
male and female he created them.” (Genesis 1:26-27 ESV) 
 
How is the creation of man and woman the beginning of God being 
on mission? 

 
 

 
 
 
Command - the scope of mission 
And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and 
multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over 
the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every 
living thing that moves on the earth.” (Genesis 1:28 ESV)  

 
What does God command of His creation that He repeats in Gen. 
9:1, 11:8, & 12:3. In God’s mind, what is His goal? 
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Curse - the need for mission 
And the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife garments of 
skins and clothed them...He drove out the man, and at the east of 
the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim and a flaming sword 
that turned every way to guard the way to the tree of life. (Genesis 
3:21, 24 ESV) See also Genesis 11:1-9 as an account for how different 
people groups began. 
 
What is foreshadowed in God’s clothing of Adam & Eve?  What is 
lost as result of the curse?  What needs to be regained? 

 
 
 
 
Covenants - the certainty of mission 
Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your 
kindred and your father's house to the land that I will show you. 
And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and 
make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless 
those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in 
you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” (Genesis 12:1-3 ESV) 
 
Read Galatians 3:7-9. Why does Paul call this passage the “gospel?” 

 
 
 
 
Christ - the embodiment of mission 
Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself 
likewise partook of the same things, that through death he might 
destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and 
deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong 
slavery. For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the 
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offspring of Abraham. Therefore, he had to be made like his 
brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and 
faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for 
the sins of the people. For because he himself has suffered when 
tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted. (Hebrews 
2:14-18 ESV) 
 
Which mission principles are illustrated in Jesus’ life from the verses? 
 
 
 
 

 
Cross - the victory of mission 
For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and 
not with words of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be 
emptied of its power.  (1 Corinthians 1:17 ESV) 
 
How has the cross really finished the mission?  What is and is not our 
role? 
 
 
 
 
 
Commission - the authority behind mission 
Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which 
Jesus had directed them. And when they saw him they worshiped 
him, but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am 
with you always, to the end of the age.”  (Matthew 28:16-20 ESV) 
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What are the four “all’s” in this verse and why are they important 
for understanding mission? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Church - the example of mission 
And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church 
in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of 
Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. Devout men buried 
Stephen and made great lamentation over him. But Saul was 
ravaging the church, and entering house after house, he dragged 
off men and women and committed them to prison.  Now those 
who were scattered went about preaching the word.  (Acts 8:1-4 
ESV) See also Acts 11:19-21 
 
What was the cause and effect of the “scattering” in Acts 8? 
 
 
 
 
Consumation - the finish of mission 
After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could 
number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and 
languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, 
clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and 
crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits 
on the throne, and to the Lamb!” (Revelation 7:9-10 ESV) 
 
According to Matthew 24:14 what keeps this from happening 
sooner? 
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Coming - the end of mission! 
Satan is bound and his pseudo-kingdom is breaking up, yet God 
has left him room to maneuver. What power and freedom he still 
possesses and precisely when he is able to exercise is not entirely 
clear from Scripture. What is clear from Scripture and increasingly 
confirmed in our experience is that the kingdom of God has already 
absorbed the full wrath of Satan’s might and survived it. The 
kingdom of God has already gone through its darkest night. The 
most dismal evil in all history found its absolute limits at Calvary. 
After evil had choked on its own venom, it became forever subject 
to Christ and to us in His name. There is no absolute dualism 
between God and Satan. The victor at the end of the battle is 
already crowned. 
 
A helpful illustration of how a war already won could continue to 
be fought comes from the history of World War II. On “D-Day” the 
allied troops landed successfully at Normandy beach in order to 
establish a secure beachhead on the European mainland. It was 
understood by military experts at the time that this operation 
secured ultimate victory for the allies. There would be, however, 
many more bloody battles fought before the day on which ultimate 
victory would be realized: “V-E Day” (Victory in Europe Day). 
 
In God’s war with evil, “D-Day” occurred with the death and 
resurrection of Christ. Ultimate victory is now assured; yet the fight 
rages on until “V-E Day,” the glorious return of Christ. Between 
these times, the Church presses the battle against the evil which 
remains in the world. Blood is still shed in these battles, and some of 
the blood will be ours, but we are assured that the ultimate victory 
of the past will be fully realized in the future. v 
 

 
 
 

Jesus said for the church, “It is finished!” 
He says to the church, “Finish it.” 
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God’s Work 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
God’s work on the cross, in the saving news of Jesus 

Christ, is the SOLE power for the finish of the mission - 
not strategy, not methodology, not team dynamics.  
The message is the power behind our mission.  The 
gospel is strong.  It saves anyone, anywhere, at any 

time.  There is no soul so sinful that it cannot save.  It 
is the greatest expression of the power of God and 
demonstrates this by bringing dead people back to 

life.   The gospel of Jesus Christ is the main missionary 
tool and trust while on the mission field.  It is our only 

hope as we face a lost and dying world. 
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Gospel = Good News 
Defining our Weapon 

 
The gospel is God’s saving message of grace and power that 
starts and sustains life for a Christian.  He who trusts in the 

divine, dying, righteous, and resurrected sacrifice of Jesus Christ 
on their behalf for forgiveness and freedom from sin and a 

righteous record get to know God and fullness of joy forever.vi 
________ 

 
The gospel is the good news that the Son of God broke into 

human history and was born as a human being. Then he lived 
the life we should have lived and died the death we should 

have died. Now He is risen and gives us all the benefits of His 
work for us."vii 

________ 

“God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, 
so that in him we might become the 

righteousness of God.”viii 
________ 

“The gospel is that you are more sinful and 
flawed than you ever dared believe yet you 

can be more accepted and loved than you ever 
dared hope at the same time because Jesus 

Christ lived and died in your place.”ix 
________ 

 
“The gospel is all that God does for us in Christ and all that 

God has for us in Christ.” x 
 
Give your own definition a try: The Gospel is… 
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Gospel is…of Mission 
Understanding our Weapon 

 
 
Power of Mission (See also Colossians 1:6) 
For I am not ashamed of the gospel for it is the power of God 
for salvation for everyone who believes…” Romans 1:16 
 

★ We believe the gospel, but do we also believe what it 
can do? 

 
 
 
 
Message of Mission (See also Acts 17:30-31) 
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, 
proclaiming the gospel of God, and saying, “The time is 
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and 
believe in the gospel.” Mark 1:14-15 
 

★ The meat of mission is in its message, not methodology. 
 
 
 
 
Scope of Mission (See also Matthew 24:14) 
So that from Jerusalem and all the way around to Illyricum I 
have fulfilled the ministry of the gospel of Christ; and thus I 
make it my ambition to preach the gospel, not where Christ 
has already been named, lest I build on someone else's 
foundation, Romans 15:19-20 
 

★ Those who have never heard are a missionary’s 
ambition.  
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Purpose of Mission (See also Acts 5:42) 
But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to 
myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I 
received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the 
grace of God. Acts 20:24 
 

★ The goal of all we do is simple:  proclaim the good 
news.   

 
 
 
Freedom for Mission (See also 1 Corinthians 9:19-23)  
For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded 
this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died; and he 
died for all, that those who live might no longer live for 
themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised. 
From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the 
flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ according to the 
flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 2 Corinthians 5:14-17 
 

★ The gospel frees us from self, to God, and for others.   
 
Has your gospel freed you from yourself, your time, your 
comforts, and your problems to make you usable in the lives 
of others?  If you are still primarily living for yourself, you 
cannot live for God who saved you to live for others.  Read 1 
Corinthians 9:19-27 and identify the effects of true freedom in 
Paul’s life.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The reason some folks don't believe in missions is that the 

brand of religion they have isn't worth propagating. 
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Gospel Questions 
Applying this Gospel 

 
Is your gospel ever an underdog? 
Many of us believe the gospel, but do we really believe in 
what it can do.  Do we believe it is ABLE to save anyone, 
anywhere, anytime?  Is there any situation that proves 
impossible for our Gospel?  Remember, it works.  83,000 times 
a day it works in Africa alone.  Read Mark 10:23-27 & 1 
Timothy 1:15 and make observations about the ABLENESS of 
our gospel. 
 
 
 
Is your gospel too near-sighted? 
Yes, the gospel sees near, but it also sees FAR.  It has a 
panoramic lens that sees all peoples and wants all peoples 
(panta ta ethne = all people groups)xi.  Do you currently have 
a vision of the gospel that extends to unreached or unengaged 
people groups (meaning people who have not even had an 
opportunity to say NO to Jesus).  Read Revelation 5:6-10 and 
answer the question, “Who has Jesus died for and for what 
roles did He save them? 
 
 
 
Is your gospel central? 
Does your vision for missions start with your eyes set on the 
world first or the gospel first?  One can view the world and its 
need and lose all sight of gospel for power and purpose, but 
you cannot gaze on the gospel without envisioning the world.  
This gospel is a global-sized gospel!  If missions were viewed 
through the lens of the gospel what missionary errors could be 
prevented. 
 

 
“The Gospel is only good news is if its gets there in time.”xii 
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Panta ta ethne 
“All nations” 

 
John Piper, in his book, Let the Nations be Glad, summarizes 
his findings about the Greek New Testament phrase, “panta 
ta ethne” which means “all types of peoples.” This phrase is 
most recognized in the Great Commission in Matthew 24:47, 
“…repentance and forgivness of sins will be preached in His 
name to panta ta ethne  (all nations).”  Below are his 
comments about this phrase’s use in the bible: 
 

1. In the New Testament, the singular ethnos never refers to a 
Gentile individual but always people group or nation.  
 

2. The plural ethnē can mean either Gentile individuals or people 
groups.  

 

3. The eighteen New Testament uses of panta ta ethnē only once 
means Gentile individuals; nine times people groups and the other 
references are ambiguous.  
 

4. Virtually all of the almost 100 uses of panta ta ethnē in the Greek 
Old Testament refer to nations in distinction from the nation of 
Israel. 

 

5. New Testament adoption of the Abrahamic promises – “all the 
families of the earth” would be blessed and Abraham would be 
“the father of many nations” – gives the mission of the church a 
people-group focus.  
 

6. The Old Testament is concerned for God’s glory to be declared 
and his salvation known by all peoples/nations.  
 

7. Paul, grounding his missiology in the Old Testament, was 
committed to reaching more people groups, not simply more 
individuals.   
 

8. The apostle John saw missions as gathering in “the children of 
God” or “other sheep” out of “every tribe, tongue, people and 
nation”. 
 

9. The use of panta ta ethnē in Luke’s version of Jesus’ missionary 
commission (24:46-47) presupposes an Old Testament background 
indicating all peoples or nations are intended.  
 

10. In Mark 11:17 Jesus evidently sees God’s global purpose in terms 
people groups.   
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God’s World 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
God’s world is NOT homogenous. It is a melting pot of 
culture - made up of all types of peoples, languages, 
nations, and belief systems.  However, today, unlike 

at any other time in history, we can educate and 
equip missionaries to minister in this ever-changing 

harvest field. Therefore, we must become learners of 
our mission field to become better laborers within it.  
Getting to know our world will cultivate a need for 
missions, set a context for missions, and help us to 

contextualize our gospel in a biblically faithful and 
relevant way.  To win the world we must know the 
world and understanding its intricacies is invaluable 

to the current missions movement. 
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Global Overview 
Trends that are affecting the times.xiii 

 
 
Megatrend #1: The Collapse of Christendom  
The Western world can no longer be characterized as a Christian 
society/culture in either its dominant ethos or in its worldview. 
Christendom has collapsed, and twenty first-century missions must 
be reconceptualized on new assumptions.  
 
 
Megatrend #2: The Rise of Postmodernism: Theological, 
Cultural, and Ecclesiastical Crisis   
The Western church has responded in very different ways to the 
collapse of Christendom and the emergence of postmodernity, but 
none has managed the transition without experiencing some form 
of crisis.  
 
 
Megatrend #3: The Collapse of the “West-Reaches-the-Rest” 
Paradigm  
Western Christians have been slow to grasp the full missiological 
implications of the simultaneous emergence of a post-Christian West 
and a post-Western Christianity.  
 
 
Megatrend #4: The Changing Face of Global Christianity  
The simultaneous emergence of multiple new centers of Christian 
vitality has created a multidirectional mission with six sending and 
receiving continents. 
 
 
Megatrend #5: The Emergence of a Fourth Branch of 
Christianity 
We can no longer conceptualize the world Christian movement as 
belonging to Roman Catholic, Protestant, or Eastern Orthodox 
communions exclusively. The twenty-first century is characterized by 
enormous changes in Christian self-identity, which influence how the 
Christian message is understood and shared. 
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Megatrend #6: Globalization: Immigration, Urbanization, and 
New Technologies 
Globalization has fostered dramatic changes in immigration, 
urbanization, and technological connectivity. The result is that the 
traditional sending structures and geographic orientation that have 
dominated missions since the nineteenth century are no longer 
tenable. 
 
 
Megatrend #7: A Deeper Ecumenism 
The simultaneous emergence of post-denominational identity 
among many, as well as the emergence of thousands of new 
denominations, requires the forging of new kinds of unity that 
transcend traditional denominational and confessional identities 
 
 
In your opinion, which megatrend will have the greatest influence 
upon missionaries in the 21st century?  What must be done to 
respond to it? 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Which trend do you think is really a blessing in disguise for the 
Christian church?  Which trends can be leveraged as a strength? 
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T.H.U.M.B 
Fill-in: Tribal, Hindu, Unchurched, Muslim, Buddhistxiv 

 
______________________ - 250 Million (usually Animist) 
Believes in spirits that live all around us: in trees, in fields, in rocks, in 
rooftops. People must try to keep these spirits happy and enlist their 
help. 
Animists usually live with a certain amount of fear that a spirit will 
be unhappy with them 
 
______________________ - 1 Billion 
Believes in hundreds or thousands of gods (which are likely 
appearances of one divine essence). God, as the Christians 
understand Him, may be divine, but what the Christians call "God" 
is only one of millions of gods.  Believes in reincarnation -- that is, 
when you die, you come back to life as an insect or a cow or even a 
better (or worse) person. 
 
______________________ - 1.5 Billion 
This conglomerate category includes the following:  Chinese - The 
largest bloc of unreached peoples in the world are in China. Some 
follow Confucius; others follow a mixture of animism and even 
Buddhist teachings.  Secularist - Believes there may or there may 
not be a God. The Bible is an interesting historical book, but it is not 
divinely inspired. Believes that to worship God and to be a part of 
God's people (the church) is to be out of touch with real life.  
Nominal Christian - May have been baptized as a child. Considers 
himself / herself a Christian, but has no connection with the church 
now. Goes to church only for funerals and weddings. 
 
______________________ - 1.5 Billion 
Believes in one God. God is to be worshiped, but He is too high and 
far away to think of as "father." In fact, to call him "father" would be 
blasphemy. Jesus was a great prophet, but He was not God. Christ 
was not crucified for our sins; he actually lived to be an old man. 
 
______________________ - 500 Million  
Follows a path of discipline in order to reach enlightenment 
Often there is no conception of a god at all 
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The Lingo 
Getting our names and numbers rightxv 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Almost HALF of the unreached people groups left in 
the world are also UNENGAGED! 
 
Over 4 Billion people are UNREACHED! 
 

A PEOPLE GROUP is the largest 
group through which the gospel can 

flow without encountering any 
significant barriers of understanding 
and acceptance. Below is the total 
number of all people groups in the 

world today. 

A people group is classified as 
UNENGAGED when no church 
planting strategy, consistent with 
evangelical faith and practice is 

underway.  In this respect, a people 
group is not engaged when it has been 
merely adopted, is the object of focused 

prayer, or is part of an advocacy 
strategy.   

A people group is labelled as 
UNREACHED when Evangelical 

Christians comprise less than 2% of the 
people group population. 

11,746 
7.3 Billion 

3,216 
221 million 

 

7,032 
4.2 Billion 
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10/40 Window 
Where are they locatedxvi 

 
Place a T, H, U, M, or B next to the geographic region 
where each people primarily resides... 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Using the numbers above, place one in each blank. 
_____ out of 50 of the most persecuted countries are primarily 
Muslimxvii 
 
_____ % of world’s unreached people groups live in the 10/40 
windowxviii 
 
_____ % of missionaries minister in the 10/40 windowxix 
 
_____ people groups in the world have no bible in their mother 
tonguexx 
 
_____ % is the total amount of evangelicals in the worldxxi 
 
_____ % of world’s people can access the gospel online in their 
languagexxii  

 
Which affinity block could you see yourself making an impact? 

 

8       90     39       70 10  2,800 

4O° north 

1O° south 
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The Least-Reached 
Outside the fold 

 
Jesus said that a good shepherd who has a flock of 100 sheep and 
discovers that one is lost, leaves the 99 who are safe in the fold and 
searches for the lost sheep until it is found. This is another indicator 
of where God’s priorities lie. We must spend time nurturing existing 
Christians. We must strive for healthy churches. We must stress 
quality as well as quantity. But we also must be good shepherds 
and never rest so long as there are human beings who are lost. 
Christ died for them and He wants them to be reconciled to the 
Father. Today we do not have 99 in the fold and one outside. At 
best, it is more like 30 in the fold and 70 outside. 

In the world, over four billion people are outside the fold. Of them, 
about 2.2 billion can be reached by ordinary evangelism within a 
given culture. We missiologists call it E-1. That is a massive task and 
one which large amounts of human, financial and technological 
resources are being invested. But far overshadowing that task are 
the 2 billion people who do not have a viable, evangelizing church 
within their own culture. These 2 billion, comprising 48% of those 
out- side the fold, will be reached only through what we ordinarily 
call missions. Some must leave the comforts of their own culture, 
learn a new language, learn how to eat new food, live a different 
lifestyle, love people who may appear to be unlovely and share the 
gospel of Christ with them. This is cross-cultural evangelism, E-2 and 
E-3. As Ralph Winter showed in the Lausanne Congress of 1974, it is 
the highest priority for planning the task of world evangelization.xxiii 

 

And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them 
also, and they will listen to my voice. So, there will be one flock, one 

shepherd.  John 10:16 

Jesus also suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify the people 
through his own blood. Therefore, let us go to him outside the camp 
and bear the reproach he endured. For here we have no lasting city, 

but we seek the city that is to come.  Hebrews 13:12-14 
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Internationals Abroad 
The world in your backyardxxiv 

 

889,266 Total International students in the US 
(includes international students, scholars, & Intensive 
English Programs) 
 

62% of internationals are from 10/40 Window countries. 
 

451,568 from 68 countries is the total Number 
of Students from 10/40 Window Countries studying in US 
 

80% of those students will return to their countries 
having never been invited to an American home. 
 

40% of the world's 220 Heads of State studied in the 
US. 
 

10% of international students are reached by ministries 
while in the United States. 
 
Which countries are represented at your University in 
your country? (you can find out by checking your 
registrar’s office or online) 
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God’s Way 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God’s way is simple and straightforward. People ARE 
his way.  The story of God’s glory in the earth has 

been a two thousand-year narrative of countless lives 
lived for him.  Starting with Jesus and his apostles, 

and now extending through the church, God’s 
commission has been multiplied into generation upon 

generation.  Even though the laborers have been 
few, more people have come to faith in Jesus Christ in 

the last 100 years than all the previous centuries 
combined.  The harvest has indeed been plentiful but 

they did not enter the kingdom apart from many 
trials and tribulations.  Yet many of them would say, 

“I never made one sacrifice.” 



 

36 

Gospel Movement 
Following the Geographic center point of Christianityxxv 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Geographic Center of Christianity   
A geographic center is the plotted point denoting the center point 

of an expansive area for a movement. The center would not denote 
the whole of the movement’s area, but signifies the center of its 

area of influence with respect to its outer edges or boundaries. As a 
movement expands, grows, and shifts to different regions, the 

geographic center point would also shift to reflect the movement’s 
new borders.   

_______________________ 
 

Each plot represents the center of Christianity’s area of influence at 
a given time. As you notice the shift of the center point, try to recall 
what significant church history event or missionary movement led to 

new and expanding borders.  Which ones can you identify? 
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Periodization 
Understanding History in 400 year incrementsxxvi 

 
Below are examples of different methods by which the gospel has 
spread throughout history.  Read over the different definitions and 

examples below to understand the different ways God has 
orchestrated peoples and lands to come into gospel contact. 

 

1) Voluntary Going - Christians willfully on mission  
• ie. intentional missionary journeys or trips 

 

2) Involuntary Going - Christian missionary 

expansion by force (without initial missionary intent) 
• ie. capture 
• ie. persecution 

 

3) Voluntary Coming - unbelievers coming 

voluntarily to a gospel saturated locale 
• ie. invading  
• ie. personal interest 

 

4) Involuntary Coming - unbelievers being forced 

to live and settle  amidst God’s people 
• ie. slavery 

 
Can you think of an example of each of the above gospel 
advancing methods present in the Bible? 

Voluntary Going - 

 Involuntary Going - 

 Voluntary Coming - 

 Involuntary Coming - 
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Kingdom Expansion 
Geographical & Historical Church growthxxvii 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Voluntary & Involuntary Going 
400AD 

Voluntary Coming 
800AD 
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Voluntary Going 
1600AD 

Involuntary Going 
1200AD 
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Explanation 
History in Narrative formxxviii 

 
In Period I (up until 400 AD) the church was expanding along 
trade routes and the Mediterranean through the missionary 
travels of the apostles.  This was a pattern of VOLUNTARY 
GOING which spread the gospel all around the Mediterranean 
Sea.   But Jesus, in Acts 1:8, told the disciples to take the gospel to 
the ends of the earth (but it was not happening quick enough for 
God) so He jump-started the missions’ effort in Acts chapter 8 
with persecution breaking out and dispersing the apostles into 
Samaria (en route to the world. ie. Ethiopian Eunuch).  This was 
a spread of missionaries by INVOLUNTARY GOING (ie. not of 
their own volition).  By 400 Rome was won to the gospel of Jesus 
Christ with Constantine’s edict but did not reach out with the 
gospel to the barbaric Celts and Goths that surrounded their 
territory. Almost as a penalty the Goths invaded Rome and the 
whole western (Latin) part of the empire caved in.  

In Period II, (400-800 AD) the Goths were added in, and they 
and others briefly achieved a new "Holy" Roman Empire.  Thus, 
the Goths conquered the Romans but were conquered by a new-
found faith and knew the gospel of Jesus Christ.  The gospel 
spread by their VOLUNTARY COMING to Rome.  But this new 
sphere did not effectively reach further north with the gospel.    

In Period III, (800-1200 AD) again almost as a penalty, the 
Vikings invaded these Christianized Celtic and Gothic barbarians 
from the north Nordic areas. In the resulting agony, the Vikings, 
too, became Christians. The Vikings became believers through a 
gospel expansion movement of INVOLUNTARY GO because they 
brought back Christian captives which in turn led to their land 
and peoples hearing the gospel.   

In Period IV, (1200-1600 AD) Europe now united for the first 
time by Christian faith, reached out in a sort of pseudo-mission to 
the Saracens (Muslims) in the great abortion known as the 
Crusades.  But this period also saw missionary bands of 
evangelistic friars (ie. St. Patrick) see authentic conversions as 
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they spread the gospel in foreign lands. These gospel advances 
were VOLUNTARY GO methods for spreading the gospel. 

In Period V, (1600-2000 AD) Europe now reached out to the 
very ends of the earth, but still done with highly mixed motives; 
intermingled commercial and spiritual interests was both a blight 
and a blessing. Colonialism was its blight, but also its blessing.  
Through the institution of slavery, the gospel converted many 
slaves through an INVOLUNTARY COMING approach.  But the 
entire non-Western world was suddenly stirred into development 
as the colonial powers greatly reduced war and disease. Never 
had so few affected so many, even though never had so great a 
gap existed between two halves of the world. What will happen 
in the next few years? 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Are there any places above that surprise you by their white 
shading? 
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Church Expansion History 
Key Principles & Playersxxix 

 
Look up the following phrases to learn more about the 
missions expansion movement throughout history.  The 
categories below contain real examples of key people or 
events that serve to define each missional category. 
 

White Hot Faith 
• Moravians 100-year prayer chain 
• 1 out of every 67 Moravians becomes a missionary 
 

Commitment to a Cause 
• Count Zizendorf in 1727 created a missional 
community 
• 1st Missionaries: packed in coffins and burned the ships 
 

Contagious Relationships 
• Samuel Mills, mobilized college students in the US 
• CT Studd, mobilized college students in the UK 
 

Rapid Mobilzation 
• Luther Wishard “where water once flowed” 
• Mount Hermon 100 - Volunteer Student Movement 
 

Adaptive Methods 
• William Carey, missionary to India 
• Hudson Taylor, missionary to China 
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God’s Will 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
God wills that you would be a KEY piece in the world 
evangelization puzzle.  You are under a commission, 
not just an invitation to be integrally involved in the 

finish of this mission.  It is an issue of obedience or 
disobedience.  God has no other plan than to use His 
people to complete his mission on earth and bring His 
kingdom to earth as it is in heaven.  By going, giving, 

or growing, a believer can make an impact in the 
world and further the gospel’s goal of reaching all 
peoples through all people.  The commission of the 

King is upon all his people and Jesus will return when 
all peoples have returned to their one true love.  If 

not you, who?  If not now, when? 
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The Commission 
The Last Words of our King 

 
And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am 
with you always, to the end of the age.”  Matthew 28:18-20 
 
There is no getting around these words. Christians are under 
an urgent commission (= going on in this world on behalf of 
another) to make disciples of all peoples.  That is why the 
Christian exists.  He does not primarily exist to make money, 
find a mate, or be something great.  He exists to evangelize 
and multiply his life into a few key individuals over an 
extended period with the hopes that they would reproduce 
their lives into future generations! 
 
ANSWER THE OBJECTION: The Commission doesn’t apply to 
me. 

 
Is your life in alignment with this statement?  Is your 
life more like a canvas or a coloring book?  Can 
God paint whatever picture he wants for your life OR 
must he stay within some predetermined guidelines? 
 
 
    OR   
 

 



 

45 

Not just a Call 
But... 

 
Matthew 4:19 – it’s who you ARE 

 
 
Romans 10:13-15 – it’s what you can PREVENT 
 
 
 
3 John 5-8 – it’s for God’s NAMESAKE 
 
 
 
Romans 5:19-21 – it’s your AMBITION 
 
 
 
Matthew 24:14 – it’s your DESTINY 
 
 
When you consider titles the Bible gives Christians (ie. 
adopted), which ones have missional implications (ie. 
ambassadors)? 
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Just Do Something 
Go, Give, Pray, Prepare & Multiply 

 
To know of our global predicament and not do 

anything about it is WORSE than walking past a 
concentration camp and yawning! 

 

GO 
And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am 
with you always, to the end of the age.”  Matthew 28:18-20 
 
Find the “ALL” phrases above.  How do they summarize the 
Great Commission? 
 

 
 
GIVE 
Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing 
honest work with his own hands, so that he may have 
something to share with anyone in need.  Ephesians 4:28  
 
Read 2 Corinthians 8-9 and make observations about giving 
with respect to mission.   
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PRAY 
When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, 
because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a 
shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, 
but the laborers are few; therefore, pray earnestly to the Lord 
of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” 
Matthew 9:36-38 
 
Read the parallel passage and make observations about the 
role and priority of prayer in missions.  
 
 
 
 

 
PREPARE 
17 Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that you must no 
longer walk as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their minds…20 
But that is not the way you learned Christ! - 21 assuming that 
you have heard about him and were taught in him, as the 
truth is in Jesus, 22 to put off your old self, which belongs to 
your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful 
desires, 23 and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, 24 
and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in 
true righteousness and holiness.  
Ephesians 4:17, 20-24 
 
What specific areas in your life are in need of greater spiritual 
formation that could have direct impact on your usability on 
the mission field? 
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& MULTIPLY 
Minister here to make a difference there 

 
We must decide where we want our ministry to 
count—in the momentary applause of popular 

recognition or in the reproduction of our lives in a few 
chosen people who will carry on our work after we 

have gone. Really it is a question of which generation 
are we living for?”   

— Robert Coleman (Master Plan of Evangelism)xxx 
 
 

YOU WERE MADE TO MULTIPLY 
• Mark 3:14 - Why did Jesus appoint the Twelve? 

 
 

• 2 Timothy 2:2 - How many generations are 
present? 

 
 

• 1 Thessalonians 2:7-8 - What is discipleship? 

 
 

• 3 John 4 - What is the self-interest in disciple-
making? 
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DECIDING 
What is God’s Will? 

 
Often decisions about our future can be very perplexing. The 
below grid offers some categories for determining God’s will 
for us in many decisions.  As you consider the below topics 
what might God be calling you to next, not just for the rest of 
your life?  Remember, God’s final will is the culmination of 
many small, yet faithful decisions along the way.  Missionaries 
get to the field one decision at a time.  Walk through this 
“Decision Diamond” with a trusted mentor and ask, “How do 
the answers to the questions below affect what contribution I 
could make to the missions movement? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

How has God made me? 

DESIGN 

What do I have experience in? 

DEVELOPMENT 

What burdens me? 

DESIRE 

What opportunities? 

DOORS 
What is God’s call? 

DOCTRINE 



 

50 

APPLICATION 
What is your next step?xxxi 

 
What will you do?  Knowing what you now know, can you do 
nothing?  You could download a prayer app on your phone or 
set a new default home screen on your computer.  You could 
read a missionary biography, memorise some verses, or begin 
praying through Operation World prayer countries with a 
group you could begin!  You could sign up for Perspectives, go 
on a short-term trip, or support a missionary.  You could begin 
sharing your faith with international students or seek their 
friendships.  Start somewhere. Start now! 
 

Learn about Missions and Unreached Peoples   
IMB Global Research - http://public.imb.org/globalresearch  

Joshua Project – www.joshuaproject.net   
Mission Frontiers – www.missionfrontiers.org  
Traveling Team – www.travelingteam.org  

10/40 Window – www.win1040.org  
Caleb Project – www.calebresources.org  

 

Pray for Unreached Peoples and Countries  
Unreached People of the Day – www.unreachedoftheday.org  

Global Prayer Digest – www.globalprayerdigest.org  
Ethne-to-Ethne Prayer initiative – www.ethne.net  

Prayer Guard – www.prayerguard.net  
Operation World – www.operationworld.org  (2010 edition coming soon)  

 

Do an In-depth Missions Bible Study    
The Blessing – www.uscwm.org  

Missions 101 (12 Lessons) – www.travelingteam.org  
The Kairos Course - www.kairoscourse.org  

The Story of the Bible: God's Global Glory – www.hisglobalglory.org  
Global Purpose – www.uscwm.org  

 

Develop a Missions Worldview (# is ISBN) 
Let the Nations be Glad – John Piper  080102613X  
2020 Vision – Bill and Amy Stearns  076420016X  

http://public.imb.org/globalresearch
http://www.joshuaproject.net/
http://www.missionfrontiers.org/
http://www.travelingteam.org/
http://www.win1040.org/
http://www.calebresources.org/
http://www.unreachedoftheday.org/
http://www.globalprayerdigest.org/
http://www.ethne.net/
http://www.prayerguard.net/
http://www.operationworld.org/
http://www.uscwm.org/
http://www.travelingteam.org/
http://www.kairoscourse.org/
http://www.hisglobalglory.org/
http://www.uscwm.org/
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The Church is Bigger than You Think – Patrick Johnstone  1857922697  
Loving the Church, Blessing the Nations – George Miley  1884543758  

Don’t Waste Your Life – John Piper  1581344988  
 

Read a Missionary Biography (# is ISBN) 
Hudson Taylor’s Spiritual Secrets – (Hudson Taylor)  0802400299  

Green Leaf in Drought – (Arthur and Wilda Mathews)  192912208X  
Shadow of the Almighty – (Jim Elliot)  006062213X  

Bruchko – (Bruce Olson)  159185993X  
Peace Child – (Don Richardson)  1576582892  

To the Golden Shore – (Adoniram Judson)  0817011218  
 

Put up an Unreached Peoples Map  
Global Status of Evangelical Christianity (IMB Version)  

      www.imbresources.org/index.cfm/fa/store.prod/ProdID/1428.cfm  
Global Status of Evangelical Christianity (Jesus Film Version)  

       www.campuscrusade.com/Jesus_Film/global_status_map.htm  
Operation World – www.operationworld.org  

 

Subscribe to a Missions e-zine  
Unreached People of the Day – www.unreachedoftheday.org  

Brigada – www.brigada.org  
Mission Catalyst – www.calebresources.net  

Lausanne Pulse – www.lausanneworldpulse.com  
Middle East Mission News – www.joelrosenberg.com  

Pray for China – PrayForChinaNow.InJesus.com  
 

Get Involved with Finishing the Task  
Perspectives on the World Christian Movement www.perspectives.org  

Serve on your church mission committee  
Correspond with and support a missionary in prayer and finances  

Reach out to local international students – www.isionline.org  
Attend a national mission conference like Urbana or Passion  

Online evangelism and discipleship – www.globalmediaoutreach.com  
Do evangelistic mailings to unreached peoples – www.two-fot.org/gl.htm  

 
Investigate Short Term Opportunities  

Go on a short-term mission trip  
Mission Finder – www.missionfinder.org  

http://www.imbresources.org/index.cfm/fa/store.prod/ProdID/1428.cfm
http://www.campuscrusade.com/Jesus_Film/global_status_map.htm
http://www.operationworld.org/
http://www.unreachedoftheday.org/
http://www.brigada.org/
http://www.calebresources.net/
http://www.lausanneworldpulse.com/
http://www.joelrosenberg.com/
http://www.perspectives.org/
http://www.isionline.org/
http://www.globalmediaoutreach.com/
http://www.two-fot.org/gl.htm
http://www.missionfinder.org/
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Short Term Missions – www.shorttermmissions.com  
National Short Term Mission Conference – www.nstmc.org  
Biblical Education by Extension: two-week teaching trips – 

www.beeworld.org  
 

Get Radical  
Take a year away from normal activities and serve with a missionary  

Attend a CCC, YWAM, OM, Wycliffe or other one year mission program  
Attend Bible College as preparation for ministry among unreached  

Go to an unreached people as a tentmaker - 
www.globalopps.org/links.htm  

Make a radical commitment to a long term vocational missions career 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.shorttermmissions.com/
http://www.nstmc.org/
http://www.beeworld.org/
http://www.globalopps.org/links.htm
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Keys to leaving 
Gospel-centered reasons for living and laboring cross-

culturallyxxxii 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I remember the time I first heard of the world’s greatest 
missionary. How he left his home, his family, and familiarity to 
minister among the most unreached peoples. He immersed 
himself in his new culture and contextualized fully to become 
all things to all men.  He lived and loved.  He prayed and 
pursued.  He ministered, but was martyred at the hands of 
the those he came to save. However, his death did not silence 
his mission, but spread it far and wide.  Books were written of 
him.  Testimonies are given about him. But his legacy was in 
his translation work.  He translated God to us—God on 
mission.   
 
Mission did not die when he did. It began. He redeemed and 
released the largest missionary force the world has ever 
known.   His final words still reverberate in the ears of his 
followers today, ‘go and make, make and go.’  Jesus Christ 
was the greatest missionary because he ensured the 
continuation and completion of mission.  We were his mission.  
We are his missionaries.  Our God left, and has left a legacy of 
leavers.   
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We leave because God saves us to send us.   
God is not done with his sending.  His plan all along has been 
to send the saved.  His aim is to multiply his Son in human 
hearts via the Holy Spirit and replicate his Son’s missional life 
countless times over in the body of Christ.  Jesus was not 
kidding when he said, “Follow me.”  And he was not bluffing 
when he said, “and I will make you fishers of men.”  God is 
serious in sending and firm in his fishing. His will is not a total 
mystery. His last words on earth ring with a clear commission, 
“as the Father has sent me, I am sending you,” (John 20:21).  
God is making us missionaries. It is inevitable.   
If sanctification is conformity into the likeness of Christ, and 
mission is crucial to being like Christ, then sanctification must 
have a great deal to do with mission.  You simply cannot be 
growing, godly, and sanctified unless you are going in some 
shape, form, or fashion.  You were made to go.  It’s not if, but 
where.   
 
We leave because the Gospel saves the unreached.  
The power of the gospel has given me a mission reformation.  
It was not until I could identify with Paul, as “the worst of 
sinners,” that the power of the gospel won me over.  My 
salvation, despite the seriousness of my sin, gave me untold 
hope for other entrenched and unreached sinners. There was 
now no one beyond the hope of heaven. If Jesus had saved 
me, he could save anyone. Missionaries have an acute 
awareness of the unlikeliness of their own salvation. It’s why 
they have so much hope for the unlikeliest of peoples. 
 
Paul tell us in Romans 1:16, “For I am not ashamed of 
the Gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone 
who believes…”  Paul defines the gospel as the concentrated 
forceful power of God.  Creation itself, parting the Red Sea, 
and the plagues of Egypt are but child’s play compared to 
what he does in making dead people live and blind people 
see. The greatest demonstration of God’s power is his gospel 
work that he puts on display thousands of times a day!  God’s 
gospel is his power to save. That’s what it’s for. That’s what it 
does.  Do you believe that?  If not, look in the mirror.   
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We leave because the gospel saves us from ourselves.   
There is clearly nothing wrong with God’s gospel. What then is 
keeping the unreached in our world lost?  What is wrong?  I 
am wrong.  We are wrong.  I need a monumental shift by the 
gospel that offers me a steady dose with unlimited refills of 
“no longer live for yourself,” (2 Corinthians 5:15).  It is me that I 
live for, think for, and act for. It is sickening.  But the gospel 
makes us sick of ourselves.   
 
I need the gospel truth that frees me from self, to God, and for 
others.  Sure, I have first world problems with emotional 
heartache here and there, but I am not going to hell anymore.  
My greatest problem has been solved.  I have no more eternal 
destiny dilemmas.   But there are those who live through all 
the pains and stresses of life but with the addition of an 
eternal problem. Hell is their destiny.  Unless the gospel frees us 
from ourselves we will not go.  But it has, so we must.     
 
We leave because so few do. 
“Are you offering God a canvas or a coloring book?” This 
analogy has tested the seriousness and the respect I have for 
the Great Commission time and time again.  I either belong to 
God or he belongs to me.  I either come to God as a blank 
canvas with my signature at the bottom saying, “Have your 
way with me,” or I come with a pre-determined plan for what 
I will do, make, and who I will marry.  I just let God pick the 
colors.  The outline is there and God better stay within the 
lines.  We have a world missions’ crisis: 

• Half of the world’s population is considered 
unreached by the gospel (2% or less evangelical 
Christian) 

• 50% of Russian, 33% of Europe, 80% of China, 
and 90% of some parts of southeast Asia are 
unreached and many unengaged with no 
gospel workers 

• 2200 people groups do not have access to a 
Bible in their own language 
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The crisis exists not because the gospel is broken, but because 
going is broken.  There is not a gospel shortage, but a 
distribution problem.  Jesus makes it clear to us, “The harvest is 
plentiful” (Matthew 9:37).  God will save. He intends to save. 
But he will not do it apart from goers.  He began his salvific 
work in the person of Christ and will continue to win people 
through other people, period. Unless, the people stop.   
 
The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are too terribly few.  
Jesus says, after looking upon the helpless and harassed 
people, “Pray to the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers 
into His harvest field” (Matthew 9:38).  If there is no ‘Lord of 
the harvest’ then why leave?  But if there is a Lord of the 
harvest we can leave and love the lost.  Your life can be an 
answer to the prayer of our Lord.  Will it? 
 
Why I left 
I left in July 2015. I now live and minister in secularized and 
post-Christian Europe.  No one made me leave, but prayer 
made me a leaver.  Be forewarned; if you don’t want to leave 
and live overseas don’t start praying for the nations because if 
you do, you might find yourself leaving sooner rather than 
later.   
 
In 1806, at Williams College, six college students began praying 
daily for God to use them in the evangelization of the world.  
It became known as the Haystack Prayer Movement and 
birthed America’s first five mission agencies and earliest  
missionaries.  Eighty years later Luther Wishard followed up 
their prayers in that same exact location, “Lord, do it again. 
Where water once flowed, let it flow again…I am willing to go 
anywhere, at any time, and to do anything for Jesus."  God, his 
gospel, and the tragic state of the world beckon us to start 
“haystacks” on our college campuses with that same intention 
and Lord willing, same outcome.  If you’re willing, then go. But 
if not, pray your heart away. 
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ENDNOTES

i Tennent, Invitation to World Missions, 487-488.   
 
Tennet expounds:  The word mission (or missions) as a reference to people 
sharing their faith around the world, extending the church, and fulfilling 
the Great Commission is a relatively recent application of that word. It was 
in the sixteenth century that the Jesuits first began to use the term mission 
in reference to spreading the gospel to people who were not Christians. 
Until that time mission was “used exclusively with reference to the doctrine 
of the Trinity, that is, of the sending of the Son by the Father and of the 
Holy Spirit by the Father and the Son.” In short, the word mission was 
originally about God and His redemptive initiative, not about us and what 
we are doing. However, in its popular usage within the church, it seems 
that mission has now come to refer almost exclusively to various tasks the 
church is doing. . . . The word has slowly migrated from a theocentric 
connotation to a more anthropocentric one. In other words, there is a vital 
difference between a word that is applied primarily to the Trinity and the 
inner life of God’s action and a word that is primarily understood to refer 
to human endeavors and the actions of the church. . . . In this book 
[Tennet’s book] the word mission refers to God’s redemptive, historical 
initiative on behalf of His creation. Mission is first and foremost about God 
and His redemptive purposes and initiatives in the world, quite apart from 
any actions or tasks or strategies or initiatives the church may undertake. 
To put it plainly, mission is far more about God and who He is than about 
us and what we do.  Tennent, Invitation to World Missions, 54-55. 
 
ii “...in missions we simply aim to bring the nations into the white–hot 
enjoyment of God’s glory. The goal of missions is the gladness of the peoples 
in the greatness of God...But worship is also the fuel of missions. Passion for 
God in worship precedes the offer of God in preaching. You can’t 
commend what you don’t cherish. Missionaries will never call out, “Let the 
nations be glad!” who cannot say from the heart, “I rejoice in the 
Lord...”(Psalm 104:34; 9:2) Missions begins and ends in worship...where 
passion for God is weak, zeal for missions will be weak.” John Piper, Let The 
Nations Be Glad, pp. 11,12 
 
iii Cape Town 2010 Lausanne Conference www.eauk.org 
 
iv Cited from “Why Cape Town 2010? A Case-Statement for the Third 
Lausanne Congress,” by Doug 
Birdsall, Executive Chair. Available online at 
http://www.lausanne.org/en/gatherings/cape-town-2010/why-cape-town-
2010.html (accessed June 10, 2012). 
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v See Ken Blue, “D-Day Before V-E Day” in Perspectives On the World 
Christian Movement: A Reader; Edited by Ralph D. Winter and Steven C. 
Hawthorne. 3rd ed. (Pasadena: William Carey Library, 1999), 72.   
 
vi Andrew Knight, Definition taken from Gospel 3 bible study 
 
vii Tim Keller, The Gospel: A User's Guide p.4 
 
viii 2 Corinthians 5:21 
 
ix Tim Keller, The Content of the Gospel, p. 28 
 
x Steve Timmis, definition 
 
xi John Piper summarizes his findings on the phrase “panta ta ethne” in Let 
the Nations be glad on pg 187.  
 
xii Quotation attributed to Carl F.H. Henry 
 
xiii Tennent, Invitation to World Missions, 18-50 
 
xiv Image adapted from Wikipedia Commons (freely licensed media file 
repository). 
 
xv International Mission Board.  
http://public.imb.org/globalresearch/Pages/default.aspx  (Accessed May 11, 
2017). 
 
xvi Image adapted from Wikipedia Commons (freely licensed media file 
repository). 
 
xvii Mandryk, Jason.  Operation World: 7th Edition, 2 
 
xviii http://joshuaproject.net/great-commission-statistics.php (Accessed May 
11, 2017) 
 
xix US Center World Mission - “Peoples of the World Poster” 
 
xx https://www.wycliffe.org.uk/wycliffe/about/statistics.html (Accessed May 
11, 2017) 
 
xxi Mandryk, Jason.  Operation World: 7th Edition, 2 
 
xxii http://joshuaproject.net/great-commission-statistics.php (Accessed May 
11, 2017) 
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xxiii C. Peter Wagner.  Perspectives on the World Christian movement, “On 
the cutting edge of mission strategy.” 576 
 
xxiv Internationals Students, origins: 
http://www.iie.org/~/media/Files/Corporate/Open-Doors/Fast-Facts/Fast-
Facts-2011.pdf?la=en (accessed May 11, 2017) 
 
xxv Source: Johnson and Chung, “Tracking Global Christianity’s Center of 
Gravity”, International Review of Mission, Vol. 93, No. 369, April 2004, 
p.166–81.  www.globalchristianity.org 
 
xxvi Terms used throughout Perspectives on the World Christian movement 
course 
 
xxvii Adapted and changed photos from Perspectives on the World Christian 
Movement, Lesson 6 Instructor Resources 
 
xxviii Content adapted from Kenneth Scott Latourette's History of 
Christianity and http://www.thetravelingteam.org/0400ad (accessed June 
13, 2012) 
 
xxix 5-point outline from Steve Addison, Movements that change the World. 
See Video at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S0D1Rc55hD8 
 
xxx Summary of this book here: http://www.acts29network.org/article/a-
few-good-men/ (accessed June 14, 2012) 
 
xxxi For More Missions Next Step Ideas see: www.joshuaproject.net/nextsteps 
 
xxxii 4 Reasons why we leave.  Andrew Knight.  http://desiringgod.org 
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